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SPEAKERS

KARL FELGER
Quantum Sails Cleveland Loft Manager and Thistle 
Class Expert

ALLAN TERHUNE
Quantum Sails Director of Inshore One Design 
and Thistle Class Expert

GREG GRIFFIN
Quantum Sails On-the-Circuit Thistle Rep and 
Class Expert
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RIG TUNE: THE 
SHAPE OF SPEED
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MAST DYNAMICS

•

•

PRO TIP: 
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CONTROL THE DRAFT

• The outhaul is used to control the 
depth of the draft.

• The cunningham is used to control the 
location of the draft. 

• The boom vang is used to maintain the 
shape of the mainsail when eased and 
to induce mast bend.

PRO TIP: 
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GEARING UP

•

•

•

•

•

PRO TIP: 
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STARTING: IN IT TO 
WIN IT
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DO THE HOMEWORK

•

•

•

PRO TIP: 
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PUNCH IT

•

•

PRO TIP: 
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ON THE COURSE



© 2017 Quantum Sails. All rights reserved.

CLIMBING THE LADDER

•

•

•

PRO TIP: 
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GET LOW

RUN MODE 
•

•

PRO TIP: 
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GET LOW (CONT’D)
REACH MODE 
•

•

PRO TIP: 
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BOAT HANDLING
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THE FORCE IS STRONG

•

•

•

PRO TIP: 
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SUMMARY IN 
PICTURES
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THISTLE TIP #1

TUNE YOUR MAST TO 
MATCH THE MAINSAIL’S 
LUFF CURVE AND THE 
SAILING STYLE OF YOUR 
TEAM
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THISTLE TIP #2

THE DRAFT OF THE SAIL IS MANAGED BY 
ADJUSTING ONE OR MORE OF THE “CONTROLS” 
ON THE BOAT
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THISTLE TIP #3

ADJUSTING THE TRIM OF TH SAILS IS LIKE 
SHIFTING THROUGH THE GEARS OF A CAR



© 2017 Quantum Sails. All rights reserved.

THISTLE TIP #4

DOING MORE HOMEWORK BEFORE THE START 
WILL LEAD TO CONSISTENTLY BETTER FINISHES
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THISTLE TIP #5

STARTS ARE 
UNPREDICTABLE, 
SO KEEP IT SIMPLE
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THISTLE TIP #6

THE PRIMARY GOAL OF 
THE BEAT IS TO 
MINIMIZE YOUR RISK 
WHILE MAXIMISING 
YOUR REWARD
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THISTLE TIP #7

DOWNWIND SAILING IS ABOUT 
SAILING LOWER FASTER
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THISTLE TIP #8

BOAT-HANDLING IS 
ALL ABOUT FEELING 
THE BALANCE 
BETWEEN THE RIG, 
BOAT, AND WATER
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QUESTIONS & 
ANSWERS
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THANK YOU

KARL FELGER
Quantum Sails Cleveland Loft Manager and Thistle Class Expert

kfelger@quantumsails.com

+1 216-346-0878
O +1 216-361-2594 

ALLAN TERHUNE
Quantum Sails Director of Inshore One Design and Thistle Class Expert

aterhune@quantumsails.com

+1 732-644-1051
+1 410-268-1161

GREG GRIFFIN
Quantum Sails On-the-Circuit Rep

thistle3976@gmail.com

+1 904-226-0770


